The effect of ribavirin and rifamycin SV on age-dependent changes of the immune system during the adult life of SJL mice.
Ribavirin and Rifamycin SV, given from birth to adult life, arrest the loss of suppressor capacity, normally occurring in older SJL mice. The two drugs differ in their effect on Th-2-type help for the indirect plaque-forming response, i.e. for help which is independent of the carrier-hapten bridge. This type of help normally increases with age. Ribavirin treatment inhibits development of Th-2-type of help; Rifamycin SV does not interfere with the development of this type of help. Neither of the two drugs had an effect on the ability of SJL mice, not treated with aggregate-freed RGG, to make a plaque-forming response to aggregated RGG.